ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SUNDAY 12 JULY 2015
at Templewood, Northrepps, Norfolk NR27 0LJ
PROGRAMME
12 midday: Annual general meeting. (Papers will be available at the meeting,
and beforehand on the NCAS website)
Apologies to info@n-cas.org.uk please.
AGENDA
1. Officers present
2. Apologies
3. Minutes of AGM of 13 July 2014
4. Matters arising
5. Chair’s report
6. Treasurer’s report
7. Election of officers and committee members
8. AOB
12.45 p.m.: Heather Guthrie, Exhibitions Officer at Norwich Castle Museum, will
give us a brief insight into her work. Heather’s talk will be followed by a buffet
lunch.
1pm approx: Buffet lunch. Cost: £12.50 per person including one drink (further
drinks available in return for a donation). Open to both members and guests.
Please book in advance with Janey Bevington: T: 01603 616376 or
j63bevington@btinternet.com
Directions to Templewood:
From North Walsham follow the A149 Cromer Road and from Aylsham the A140
until you reach Crossdale Street, turn right at the Crossdale Street junction
signposted “Northrepps Village I Mile”.
Arriving at Northrepps turn right and follow the main road round to the left past
the Foundry Arms [about 100yds]. Then turn immediately right and after just
under a mile there are two sharp right hand bends. Turn left into Templewood at
the second of these two bends and watch for traffic calming humps.
Satnav NR27 0LJ
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NORFOLK CONTEMPORARY ART SOCIETY
Website: www.n-cas.org.uk
Registered Charity no.262730
Patrons Penny Allen, Shirley Cargill, Sir Timothy Colman, Bill English, Angela Flowers,
Maggi Hambling,Paul Hobson, Caroline Jarrold, Paul King, Andrew Moore, Colin Self

Minutes: Annual General Meeting
Sunday 13th July 2014
The Cedars, 11 Heigham Grove,
Norwich, NR2 3DQ.
1.

OFFICERS PRESENT:
Brenda Ferris (Chair), Cate Allwood (Treasurer), Claudia Milburn (Administrator).
Guest speaker: Steve Miller (Head of Norfolk Museums).
The AGM was attended by 73 members of the society.

2.

APOLOGIES:
Helen Breach, Caroline Fisher, Michael and Sally Fowler, Neal and Pam French, Roger
Haywood, Maz Jackson, Richard Jewson, Hester and Paul King, Geoffrey Lefever, Chris
Loukes, Ian and Janet McIntyre, Brian Smith, Pippa Jane Wieglos.

3.

MINUTES OF AGM OF 14 JULY 2013:
The minutes were agreed as a correct record and duly signed by the Chair.

4.

MATTERS ARISING:
There were no matters arising.

5.

CHAIR’S REPORT
BF welcomed everyone to the Annual General Meeting for what is the 58th year of the Society
which has as its object “to advance the education of the public in the appreciation of the arts and
in particular the creative art of the present day in all its branches.”
BF began by thanking everyone involved in the organisation of the AGM, especially Janey
Bevington, Joseph Wang, Diana Heuvel and Keith Roberts. BF emphasized that she was
indebted to Keith for his unfailing support to her throughout her year as Acting Chair. BF
expressed particular gratitude to Gill Findlater for hosting the AGM in her new home and to
Jonathan Frohawk for all his help in setting up the marquees.
She said that NCAS was a membership society, currently with approx 450 members, which
organises trips, events and exhibitions, alongside pump-priming and commissioning the
acquisition of contemporary art.
BF reported that during the past year (2013-2014), NCAS held a full programme of publicly
accessible lectures, mostly in The Curve at the Forum. These events, organised by the Events
Committee, chaired by Janey Bevington, included talks by friends of the Society e.g. Derek
Morris (A Short History of Sculpture) and Ian Collins (Curator’s Choice – a Preview of
Masterpieces at SCVA), plus Hilary Spurling on Matisse, Martin Holman on Arte Povera and
Andrew Moor on Public Glass Art. Several of these events were in partnership with other
organisations such as Norfolk Museums and Sculpture for Norwich. The major fundraising
event was the biennial auction in City Hall which raised over £9,000. In May’14 the Tate-à-Tate
event proved a highly enjoyable day trip to London to see the rehang at Tate Britain and
the Matisse cutouts at Tate Modern. This was followed by Wood Works VI, a creative picnic in
Keith Pollard’s woodland garden. Most recently Caroline Douglas, Director of the Contemporary
Art Society, spoke on her experience as Head of the Arts Council Collection. The forthcoming
NCAS programme for Autumn’14 included a talk by Martin Barnes on Contemporary
Photography (9th October), a talk on Anselm Kiefer by Professor Matthew Rampley (28th
October), both in the Curve at the Forum, and on November 19th, in the NUA lecture theatre,
Brian Webb, author and graphic designer was due to speak about his recent publication of Peter
Blake’s Under Milk Wood illustrations. The NCAS Christmas Party would be the final event
of 2014, to be held on Saturday 6th December at the Scout Hall, Rowington Road with music
by The Vagaband.

BF discussed the NCAS exhibitions of 2013-14.The Events Committee, chaired by Keith
Roberts, organised the Norfolk Contemporary Art 2014 exhibition in partnership with The Forum
Trust. The NCA14 selection panel for this open show of work by NCAS members, curated by
Keith, consisted of Carl Rowe, Sarah Bartholomew and Frances Kearney. Several artists gave
talks and the recipient of the £500 Adnams prize was Keith Fox. The Tourists, new work
commissioned in response to Felbrigg Hall, provided an exciting new exhibition venture with the
National Trust, supported by grants from the Arts Council, NCAS and EAAF, and curated by
NCAS committee member Caroline Fisher. The three artists selected were Kate MccGwire,
Claire Morgan and Gayle Chong Kwan, two of whom also gave talks at the Forum. BF said that
next year, members can look forward to an exhibition partnership project led by NCAS
showcasing works by Ana Maria Pacheco at Norwich Castle Museum, NUA and Norwich
Cathedral.
BF explained that NCAS continues to be represented as trustees on the separate charity,
Sculpture for Norwich (SfN), and to have a non-voting presence on the Norwich Area Museums
Committee. NCAS again awarded a prize of £500 for what they judged the outstanding artist in
the Norwich University of the Arts Degree Show. This year’s prize winner was Anthony George.
NCAS also continued to participate in Art in Norwich, the twice yearly digest of all visual art
activity in the City, put together by Marion Catlin. As for Artworks (the collection of work for
display in public spaces, ably administered by Diana Heuvel and Robert Short), Dawn Raucous
by Emily Mayer has been included in The Wonder of Birds exhibition at the Castle, and may be
heading for longer term loan at Pensthorpe.
In terms of pump-priming and financial aid, NCAS helped facilitate the purchase for the Castle’s
permanent collection of one of the works by Frances Kearney from her exhibition Running Wild
at the Castle Museum, as well as helping with the purchase of Mary Webb’s San Filippo IV
(version 2), another significant work to enter the permanent collection. Additionally NCAS
answered the appeal to try to retain Marjolijn Dijkman’s mobile in the Castle rotunda, and was
instrumental in prompting retrospective funding for the John McLean stained glass windows in
the North aisle of Norwich Cathedral.
BF detailed the current membership rates for joining NCAS which remained at £15 (single),
£5 (student) and £25 (joint). The website, administered by Keith Roberts, continued to get
plenty of traffic, and an email contact list is maintained for members. The year has also
seen NCAS getting their very own pop-up!
BF finished by paying tribute to the whole of the NCAS team. She thanked Claudia, the new
Adminstrator, for very ably filling her predecessor’s shoes and Cate, as Treasurer, for quietly and
competently presiding over the finances. BF commented that the Trustees have worked
extremely well together over the past year to make the NCAS the vibrant society that BF
believes it is. BF thanked all trustees individually for their contributions to 2013-14 but singled
out Keith Roberts, who had not only chaired the Exhibitions committee but also provided
unfailing support, expertise and enthusiasm.
BF ended on a very sad note - the loss, only a relatively few days ago, of Norwich 20 Group’s
representative on the committee, David Holgate. BF said all who knew David will remember him
with respect and affection, and he was a much valued NCAS committee member too. His
funeral service was due to take place at Norwich Cathedral on Thursday 17th July at noon. At
this juncture, BF asked all present to stand for a minute’s silence in memory of David.
BF thanked all in attendance.
6.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Cate Allwood provided the NCAS Financial Statement for the Year ending 31st May
2014. In short, the society had a good year, with £3,000 more in its accounts than at the same
time last year. Cate noted that NCAS made £9,200 on the auction event and there was a
small loss on the NCA14 exhibition. The biggest expenditures were the Mark Edwards and
Frances Kearney artworks which were funded by the profits from the auction.
The accounts were approved.

7.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Officers from 2013/14 willing to stand for re-election were CONFIRMED:
Chair: Brenda Ferris
Treasurer: Cate Allwood
Trustees with two remaining years of service and wishing to remain as trustees were all
CONFIRMED:
Keith Roberts (Chair of Exhibitions Committee)
Janey Bevington (Chair of Events Committee)
Brenda Ferris
Derek Morris
Selwyn Taylor
Gill Findlater
Joseph Wang
One trustee with one remaining year of service and wishing to remain as a trustee was
CONFIRMED:
Caroline Fisher
Trustees co-opted in 2013/14 and willing to stand for election were CONFIRMED:
Steve Baker
Susan Curran
Diana Heuvel
Trustees who stand down in 2014 (but are willing to be co-opted) were CONFIRMED:
Robert Short
Keith Pollard
Norwich Castle Museum representative (not standing for election as a trustee):
currently Hannah Higham, shared with Harriet Loffler.
There can be up to 16 trustees and 4 co-opted trustees.
One nomination for the vacant Secretary position was received from Keron Beattie. Keron was
present at the AGM and briefly introduced himself. His nomination was accepted nem-con
and he was welcomed to serve as Honorary Secretary on the NCAS committee.
There is now a vacancy for a Norwich 20 Group representative to serve on the committee.

8.

AOB
There was discussion of a possible memorial tribute to David Holgate following ideas raised by
Julia Sorrell but BF made it clear that this was a matter for Norwich 20 Group.
She then welcomed Steve Miller, Head of Norfolk Museums, who gave a short talk on the
forthcoming exhibitions and events at Norwich Castle Museum.

